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India backs Cambodia’s weather
monitoring with new grant for
Siem Reap

Sum Manet / Khmer Times

Minister of Water Resources and Meteorology Thor Chetha (right) meets Vanlalvawna Bawitlung,

Ambassador of India to Cambodia, during a courtesy call and working discussion at the Ministry of Water
Resources and Meteorology on February 2, 2026. MWRM

Cambodia and India have further strengthened bilateral cooperation in
the water resources and meteorology sector, with India providing a
new grant to support enhanced weather monitoring in Siem Reap
province, a move expected to benefit public welfare and the regional

economy.

Thor Chetha, Minister of Water Resources and Meteorology, on Monday
received Vanlalvawna Bawitlung, Ambassador of India to Cambodia,
and his delegation for a courtesy call and working discussion at the
Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology.

During the meeting, Thor Chetha warmly welcomed the Indian
Ambassador and expressed his sincere appreciation to the Government
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of the Republic of India for its continued material and financial -

BUSINESS

assistance to Cambodia. He highlighted that cooperation between the

Real Stories - Real Inspiration

two countries, particularly in water resources and meteorology, has -

played an important role in supporting Cambodia’s development P o

efforts. Educational Triumphs

The minister reaffirmed Cambodia’s commitment to further Fultilleditiasy e

*** Special discounts or packages on PRs & Ads for those featured!

strengthening and expanding bilateral cooperation with India, noting
First feature drops November 14

that improved capacity in water resource management and

Stay tuned to see who'’s inspiring the nation!

meteorological services is critical for disaster preparedness, climate oo ] wwwkhmertimesich.com
resilience and sustainable economic growth.

In response, Ambassador Vanlalvawna Bawitlung praised the progress
achieved through past cooperation and commended the Royal
Government of Cambodia, particularly the leadership of the Ministry of
Water Resources and Meteorology, for its effective and efficient
collaboration with Indian partners. He reaffirmed India’s commitment
to deepening the excellent relations between the two countries in
support of Cambodia’s socio-economic development, with a continued

focus on cooperation in the water resources sector.

On the same occasion, Thor Chetha presided over the signing ceremony
of a Memorandum of Understanding between Ambassador
Vanlalvawna Bawitlung and Bun Hean, Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology. Under the agreement, Discover more
the Government of India will provide a grant of $99,255 to Cambodia

for a project aimed at strengthening weather monitoring capacity in newspaper
Siem Reap province.

. . s Ph Penh
The project is intended to enhance the accuracy and reliability of nomren

weather data, supporting early warning systems, public safety and
. e . . . : : cambodia
economic activities, particularly in agriculture and tourism, which are

vital to the province and the wider region.

The latest agreement underscores the growing depth of Cambodia-
India cooperation and reflects a shared commitment to using technical
assistance and capacity building to address climate-related challenges

and promote sustainable development.
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Elizabeth Smart survives the
horrors of abduction in ‘Kidnapped’

As if the world does not have enough sad
stories, Netflix has just released a new
documentary of the infamous abduction of
Elizabeth Smart. Fortunately, it is worth

watching.
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India, Cambodia Ink Deal to Boost Weather Monitoring in Tourism Hub Siem Reap
Share to 3

v G+

AKP Phnom Penh, February 02, 2026 --

Cambodia and India signed a pact on Monday to upgrade meteorological capabilities in Siem Reap province, home to the UNESCO-listed

Angkor Wat temple complex, as part of India's "Quick Impact Project" initiative.

The Memorandum of Understanding ( MoU ) was signed by Indian Ambassador to Cambodia H.E. Vanlalvawna Bawitlung and Cambodian
Secretary of State at the Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology H.E. Bun Hean. The project focuses on "Enhancing Weather and

Climate Monitoring Capacity in Siem Reap Province, Cambodia" in a region increasingly threatened by extreme weather and lightning strikes.

Under the agreement, two state-of-the-art automatic weather stations will be deployed in Puok district and Siem Reap city. Key features of the
project include: Installation of lightning detection sensors to mitigate risks in high-traffic tourist areas; Comprehensive capacity-building
programmes for Cambodian meteorological personnel; Real-time data integration to improve disaster preparedness for farmers and the tourism

sector.

The initiative aligns with Cambodia’s national goal of achieving district-level weather observation coverage. Beyond agricultural benefits,
officials noted that improved monitoring is vital for the preservation of Cambodia's cultural heritage sites, which face growing climate-related

risks.

The deal underscores Cambodia's role in India’s Act East Policy and the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation framework.

India currently funds 10 Quick Impact Projects ( QIPs ) annually in Cambodia, targeting sectors from health and education to climate resilience.
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